[Anesthesia for hepatoma resection].
Hepatocellular carcinoma is one of the leading cancers in Taiwan and is responsible for 20% of cancer deaths. Since long-term survival of hepatocellular carcinoma patients cannot be expected with any treatment other than surgery, the therapeutic value of hepatic resection has become more important than ever before. In Keelung Chang Gung Memorial Hospital, twenty-one patients with hepatoma received hepatic resection during the period of August 1985 to July 1989 were reviewed. These patients were induced for anesthesia with thiopental, succinylcholine and fentanyl; maintenance of anesthesia with isoflurane, N2O and O2. Four of them have abnormal coagulopathy preoperatively. Common intraoperative problems were metabolic acidosis and hypotension. Estimated blood loss showed great variety among these patients. Eighteen patients needed respiratory support and intensive care postoperatively. One patient was noted to have pulmonary edema. Otherwise, the overall procedure was smooth and satisfactory. In addition, there is no significantly difference in liver function test after a month of hepatoma resection. All the patients survived except one who died within two months after surgery.